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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE  
MINNEAPOLIS PUBLIC HOUSING AUTHORITY 

IN AND FOR THE CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS 
August 22, 2018 

 
 
The Minneapolis Public Housing Authority in and for the City of Minneapolis met in a regularly 
scheduled meeting at 1:30 P.M. on August 22, 2018, at 1001 Washington Avenue North, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, the date, time, and place established for the holding of such meeting. 
 
Roll Call:  
 

The Chair called the meeting to order, the following members of the Board being present: 
   

 F. Clayton Tyler  Chair  

 Charles T. Lutz  Vice Chair   
 Mikkel Beckmen  Secretary  
 Tom DeAngelo  Commissioner  
 Cara Letofsky  Commissioner  
 Tamir Mohamud  Commissioner  
 Faith Xiong  Commissioner  

 
 The following members of the Board were absent: 
    
   Abdullahi Isse    Commissioner 
   Hon. James Rosenbaum   Commissioner    
  
 The following others were also present:   
 
   Greg Russ     Executive Director / CEO 
 
 The Chair declared the presence of a quorum. 
 
Approval of Agenda: 
 
 Commissioner Lutz moved approval of the proposed agenda.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Letofsky. Upon a voice vote, the Chair declared the motion carried. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
 
 The Minutes of the Regular Meeting of June 27, 2018, were presented for approval.  
Commissioner Letofsky moved the minutes be accepted as presented.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Mohamud.  Upon a voice vote, the Chair declared the motion carried. 
 
 



 

MINNEAPOLIS PUBLIC HOUSING AUTHORITY  

E QU A L  H O US IN G OP P O RT UN IT Y –  E QUA L  E MP L O Y ME NT  OP P ORT UN IT Y  

Executive Director’s Update: 
 
 In an effort to keep MPHA Commissioners, staff and the public informed regarding significant 
activities being addressed by the Agency, Executive Director Russ spoke briefly on the topics shown 
below, upon which the Board took no official action:  
 
Governor’s Housing Task Force 
 

o The Task Force issued its report and it will be made available to the Commissioners - the report 
can also be accessed online. MPHA’s General Counsel attended a majority of the meetings and 
made sure MPHA’s comments were heard.  MPHA is beginning to make its presence known on 
the state level. 

 
The City of Minneapolis 
 

o The City‘s budget is out and there is funding proposed for the “Stable Homes Stable Schools” 
initiative, which is subject to the City’s budget process.  It is, in fact, an innovative and 
watershed program of collaboration across the city, county and MPHA.  This initiative has a lot 
of potential and we hope to address a number of connected issues around homelessness and 
school attendance. 

 
MPHA Budget Process 
 

o MPHA has started its 2019 budget process. Earlier this year, federal funding for 18 and 19 was 
part of a larger budget deal and on August 21 the Senate passed the 2019 HUD budget.  It may 
have to be reconciled with the house version, but, it is favorable funding in the same way the 
2018 was, in other words, we held the line to get a little bit more here and there.  Also, we don’t 
see the kind of deep cuts that the administration had proposed.  A memo was provided to the 
Commissioners, via email, that outlined MPHA’s plans for using the money received in 2018; the 
bulk of that will be going towards capital work plus other initiatives like purchasing new IT 
software. 

 
RAD 
 

o Tanya Dempsey from CSG and Rod Solomon, who represents MPHA in Washington, DC are here 
helping MPHA in its planning process. Tanya made a presentation to the MHRC and the Resident 
Advisory Board on the RAD program. She will be returning with updates as the RAD process 
unfolds. 

 
July Performance Report 
 

o MPHA named 2018 Step-Up Employer of the Year 
o MPHA continues to maintain high occupancy numbers 
o MPHA lists all building improvement projects that are active  
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Item No. 1: Authorizing MPHA’s Application for HUD’s Rental Assistance Demonstration Program 
for Elliott Twins 
 

 After a presentation by staff and discussion, Commissioner Lutz moved approval of the 
recommendation set forth in the Report along with the corresponding Resolution attached thereto.  
Commissioner Letofsky seconded the motion.  Upon a roll call vote, seven Commissioners voted “aye” 
(Commissioners Beckmen, DeAngelo, Letofsky, Lutz, Mohamud, Xiong, and Tyler) and no Commissioner 
voted “nay”. The Chair declared the motion carried. [See Document No. 2018-25] [See Resolution No. 
18-181] 
 
Receive and File Items: 
 
The following items were received and filed by the Board: 
 

• The Monthly Performance Report for July 2018.  [See Document No. 2018-26] 

• RFP for the Project Based Vouchers [See Document No. 2018-27] 
 
Public Hearing: 
 
The Board conducted an MPHA 2019 Moving Work Annual Plan public hearing. 
 
Adjournment: 
 
There being no further business to come before the meeting, and upon a motion duly made and 
seconded, the meeting was adjourned at 2:53 p.m. 
 
 
       _________________________________  
       Secretary of the Board of Commissioners 
 
             
       _________________________________  
        Date These Minutes Approved 
 
 


