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HighlightsHighlights

August 2018

actual

actual

MPHA has been awarded 31 new VASH housing 
vouchers for veterans + 99 new Mainstream
vouchers for disabled non-elderly households-- 
approximately $1.3 million in new federal 
housing subsidy. By applying for these programs, 
MPHA has secured vouchers for 155 more 
families so far in 2018.

The Poverty Action Lab (J-PAL) at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology awarded 

MPHA a highly competitive $50,000 research 
grant. We will be working with Metropolitan 

Council HRA, Harvard University's Nathan 
Hendren, and MIT's Christopher Palmer to pilot 

interventions aimed at helping low-income 
families move to opportunity neighborhoods.

HUD awarded MPHA a $1 million grant from the 
Lead-Based Paint Capital Fund.  MPHA abated 
all lead-based paint surfaces in the scattered 
sites in 1998 with a product warrantied for 20 
years – making this year a critical time to revisit 
this work.  The grant will allow MPHA to test the 
previous abatement and treat surfaces again.

Staff and residents from Glendale Townhomes 
have been working with volunteers from Home 
Depot and Behr Paint on an ongoing project to 
update Glendale’s playgrounds and beautify 

the outdoor spaces. Projects include repainting 
the picnic pavilion and play equipment, new 

swing-sets, fresh wood chips, and building raised 
flowerbeds.

AMP 4 (Northeast) is excited to welcome intern 
Shira Morgan for the fall, from the Human 

Services program at Minneapolis Community 
and Technical College. Shira will allow us to 
temporarily increase the walk-in hours at this 

building to better service our residents. She will 
also help follow-up on complaints and refer 
tenants to social service providers. Shira is 

studying to become a social worker.

MPHA welcomes Communications Specialist
Marin Devine to our Policy & External Affairs 

department.  Marin comes to us most recently 

from New York University, where she was the 

Assistant Director  of Communications for the 

Wagner Graduate School of Public Service.
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Operating Sources and Uses

MTW Public Housing and Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) Program
Favorable

(Unfavorable)

Sources YTD Budget YTD Actual Variance Variance %

Tenant Revenue -Rents & Other $      13,929,400 $      13,916,251 $           (13,149) 0%

Public Housing Operating Subsidy $      13,441,528 $      13,394,256 $           (47,272) 0%

HCV HAP Subsidy & Admin Fees $      29,673,695 $      29,443,094 $         (230,601) -1%

Other Revenues, Fees, & Grants $        1,649,878 $        1,759,650 $           109,772 7%

Transfers-In $                       - $                       - $                       - n/a

Total Sources $      58,694,501 $      58,513,251 $         (181,250) 0%

Uses

Public Housing Operations $      29,419,720 $      29,510,067 $           (90,347) 0%

Housing Choice Vouchers $      29,991,691 $      29,886,546 $           105,145 0%

MTW Initiatives $           241,400 $           116,981 $           124,419 52%

Total Uses $      59,652,811 $      59,513,594 $           139,217 0%

Net Sources/(Uses) $         (958,310) $      (1,000,343) $           (42,033) -4%
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*An additional $9.5 million is under obligation for capital projects YTD

*Some costs planned to be charged to MTW activities are being charged to the Central Office based on asset management guidance.
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Public Housing ProgramsPublic Housing Programs

Open Work 
Orders going 
into August 

2018

Work Orders 
Opened 
during 

August 2018

Work Orders 
Completed 

during 
August 2018

Net Open 
Work Orders

4,853 4,946 3,960 5,839

August 2018
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75

3,379

4,861

9,271

Elderly (62+)

Disabled (18 - 49)

Near Elderly (50 - 61)

Family

Applicants on Waiting List

Goal
Total 

Completed

% 
Completed 
within Goal

Average 
Days 
Open

Emergency: 24 Hours 46 100% 0

Urgent: 1 Day 678 90% 1

After Hours Non-

Emergency: 2 Days
6 100% 0

Important: 3 Days 912 79% 5

Routine: 10 Days 2,240 84% 10

Non-Routine: 20 Days 46 70% 20
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HCV staff are currently attempting to contact all waiting list applicants.  
Those who do not respond are inactivated but will be reactivated if they 
respond within one year.



Building Improvement Projects - PlanningBuilding Improvement Projects - Planning

ADDRESS DESCRIPTION OF WORK STATUS
2415 N 3rd St Security pilot Planning

315 Lowry Façade repairs Planning

311 University Ave NE Main electrical switch gear & generator 

replacement

Planning

2728 E Franklin Ave Main electrical switch gear & generator 

replacement

Planning

2121 Minnehaha Main electrical switch gear & generator 

replacement

Planning

620 Cedar Ave S Window & roof replacement; façade repairs Planning

1611 S 6th St Plumbing & fire alarm system replacement, sprinkler 

system retrofit, apartment improvements including 

creation of 6 ADA units; HVAC upgrades

Planning

Horn Towers & 

1627 S 6th St

Elevator modernization Planning

901-1015 4th Ave N Generator installation Planning

Scattered Sites Energy pilot projects Planning

Elliot Twins Comprehensive building modernization Planning

August 2018



Building Improvement Projects - ActiveBuilding Improvement Projects - Active

ADDRESS DESCRIPTION OF WORK STATUS
1515 Park Ave S Plumbing & shower replacement Awarding contract

1001 Washington First floor lobby/security upgrades Bidding

2121 Minnehaha Ave Plumbing & fire alarm system replacement Bidding

314 Hennepin, 1710 Plymouth, 1206 2nd St NE Elevator modernization Materials ordered

Horn Towers, 314 Hennepin, 1717 Washington, 

Hiawatha Towers, Elliot Twins, 630 Cedar

Fire alarm system replacement In progress

1314 44th, 600 18th, 3116 Oliver, 2415 N 3rd, 710 2nd, 

616 Washington; 1900 3rd, 809 Spring, 1710 

Plymouth

Fire alarm system replacement In progress

Scattered Sites – various sites 2018 improvements: Roof & garage replacement In progress

Cedars Community Site security upgrades In progress

1627 S 6th St Plumbing, fire alarm system replacement; HVAC 

upgrades, apartment improvements

In progress

3205 E 37th St & 3755 Snelling Ave Plumbing, showers, fire alarm system replacement; 

HVAC upgrades; apartment improvements

In progress

3755 Snelling Ave Roof replacement Substantially complete

Glendale Headstart Facility Roof replacement Substantially complete

314 Hennepin Ave Site security upgrades Substantially complete

2728 E Franklin Ave Plumbing, showers, fire alarm system replacement; 

HVAC upgrades; apartment improvements

Substantially complete

Urban Gardens Unit improvements Substantially complete

Development Projects - ActiveDevelopment Projects - Active

ADDRESS DESCRIPTION OF WORK STATUS
Minnehaha Townhomes 16-unit new construction In progress

August 2018
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COMMENTARY

Counterpoint: Public housing in
Minneapolis is being preserved, not
'privatized'
Coverage of Minneapolis Public Housing Authority efforts is
welcomed but should not include this trigger language, which by
reasonable standards does not apply. 

By Greg Russ  SEPTEMBER 11, 2018 — 6:13PM

The Minneapolis Public Housing Authority (MPHA) is embarking on a historic effort to
preserve and renovate our 6,000 units of public housing. These apartments, townhouses
and houses across the city provide homes to more than 10,000 of the city’s lowest-
income families, seniors and the disabled, including many people of color and refugees.
The federal government, unfortunately, now funds only 10 percent of the repair costs
these buildings need. This situation is unsustainable.

 

The Star Tribune has lately taken a welcome interest in covering this essential
community infrastructure, diving into the important details of how and why the
overhaul is necessary. This deep ongoing coverage is important to focus attention on the
fate of these community assets and on members of our community who are too often off
the radar.

In some recent stories, however, the newspaper has taken an unfortunate approach in
framing this conversation for readers. The latest
(http://www.startribune.com/minneapolis-public-housing-authority-seeks-to-privatize-
two-high-rise-towers/492449691/) , on Sept. 5, appeared in the paper under the headline
“Mpls. seeks to privatize some public housing.” The MPHA contests this description of
our work in the strongest possible terms. To characterize any of our plans as
“privatization” does a disservice to readers who deserve a clear picture of efforts to
preserve our housing. “Privatize” is a highly charged trigger word that is frequently
weaponized in debates about affordable housing. The MPHA’s view on the term is
established and widely available, yet our objections were neither sought nor presented in
the piece.

It is a valid question whether anything the MPHA is exploring would be considered
“privatization” by any reasonable standard. When you hear that word, what comes to
mind? Are we selling our buildings? No. Will we give control of our buildings —
operational policies, resident rights, setting rent levels — to anyone? No. Can public
housing residents, under any scenario, lose their federal housing benefits in this process?
Once again, categorically, no: Residents’ housing and rights are protected by a raft of
public documents, including federal law, residents’ lease with us and the terms of the
programs we might use.

The misplaced reference to privatization stems most recently from our application for
the Rental Assistance Demonstration (RAD) program of the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD). As it says on HUD’s RAD website, RAD is a program
designed for one purpose: “a powerful tool to preserve and improve public housing
properties.” Housing authorities elsewhere in the U.S. have used it to preserve almost
100,000 homes. We recently applied to preserve and make major renovations to one of
our oldest high-rise properties, the Elliot Twins.

RAD itself simply converts the underlying federal subsidy from one pool to another;
properties are federally funded before and after. If we need to make major repairs,
residents are guaranteed a comparable place to live in the meantime and an ironclad
right to return when we finish the work.

In some cases, converting a building’s funding using HUD’s RAD program may allow us
to work with investors who receive Low-Income Housing Tax Credits. To claim the tax
credit, this investor shares ownership with us for a 15-year period. The investor cannot,
however, raise the rent, evict people, set building policies or alter the long-term use of
the building to house very low-income people. Make no mistake: The MPHA hopes to

C RA I G  W H I T E  •  B RA D E N TO N  H E RA L D/ T N S(http://stmedia.startribune.com/images/ows_15367075564923
Illustration
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seek outside investment to contribute to necessary, major building renovations. But it is
hard to label this “privatizing” when the buildings would remain publicly subsidized,
publicly controlled, publicly managed, publicly owned and true to their public mission.

We would also point out that nonprofit (and actually private) affordable housing
providers across the state use Low-Income Housing Tax Credits to build and renovate
affordable housing. The MPHA — which brings an even higher level of public
accountability, a long-term guarantee of affordability and subsidies that can reach the
lowest-income households — is subjected to a rather baffling standard by those who
stoke fears about privatization.

Rather than lean on misleading terminology, we would expect the Star Tribune and any
public officials diving into these issues to step back and consider the point of it all. The
outcome we seek is no less than the preservation of every public housing unit for the
next 50 years and beyond, safeguarding the rights of our residents to a safe, quality
home. It will take all of us — the MPHA, the city, the state, and federal, nonprofit and
private partners — to get there. Framing the issue in inflammatory terms does no service
to the community and takes our eye off what really matters: the people we serve.

 

Greg Russ is executive director of the Minneapolis Public Housing Authority.
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Voice of the Five Thousand 

Residents provide  
feedback on MPHA’s 
annual plan  

Residents turn out for  
National Night Out 

Highrise residents have a proud history of participating 
in National Night Out. On August 7, residents from 
across the city enjoyed National Night Out block parties 
with their neighbors (1707 3rd Ave. S. shown above). 

MHRC President Mary McGovern, along with oth-
ers, provided testimony at an August 16 public 
hearing regarding MPHA’s Annual Moving to Work 
(MTW) Plan for 2019. The plan focuses mostly on 
MPHA’s Strategic Vision and Capital plan and does 
not include any new initiatives or proposed chang-
es to MPHA policies as it has in past years.   
 

It details MPHA plans for participating in HUD’s 
Rental Assistance Demonstration (RAD) project 
which allows public housing authorities to convert a 
public housing property’s HUD funding to either a 
Section 8 project-based voucher (PBV) or to Sec-
tion 8 project-based rental assistance (PBRA). The 
conversion allows PHAs to access money (through 
increased subsidy and other public and private 
means) to repair and improve their properties while 
guaranteeing tenant protections and the permanent 
affordability of the housing.  Prior to the public  
       Continued on page 2  

MHRC President Mary McGovern testifies at a 
public hearing on MPHA’s 2019 Moving to Work 
(MTW) Plan. 

Council meetings 
back in full swing 

 

About half of the highrise resident councils will be 
resuming meetings this month after having the 
summer off.  Many councils have new officers who 
received training in May on running effective and 
democratic meetings, planning events, and 
promoting the involvement of all residents in the 
councils.  All residents are members of their 
highrise resident councils and are encouraged to 
attend meetings, bring up concerns, vote on 
important building matters, and volunteer to help 
out with activities.  Look for postings in your 
building of resident council meeting times or call  
      Continued on page 4  



Keeping out the rabbits! 
Ahmed Ismail, 2419 5th Ave S, 
puts the finishing touches on a 
fence to keep rabbits out of 
one of the two community veg-
etable gardens started this 
summer by residents of the 5th 
Avenue S highrises.  Peppers, 
tomatoes, beets and swiss 
chard are among the crops be-
ing grown by these first time 
gardeners. 
 

Rainbow Terrace 
Multi-Taskers 
On Primary Election Day in Au-
gust, 1710 Plymouth residents 
donned their Highrise Walkers 
tee-shirts and went as a group 
to vote.  They will also be lead-
ing walks to the polls on Nov 6 
for the Mid-term Election. 
 

Samatar Crossing Community 
Celebration 

Youngsters from the 
Cedar-Riverside 
neighborhood cele-
brate the opening of 
Samatar Crossing, a 
new bike and pedes-
trian connection to 
downtown Minneap-
olis from Cedar-

Riverside.  Many highrise and neighborhood resi-
dents opposed the initial plan to also allow cars to 
use the road. City officials listened and decided to 
make the path just for bikes and pedestrians.  

MTW Plan continued... 
hearing the MPHA board approved MPHA’s first 
RAD application for the Elliot Twins. 
 

McGovern reiterated resident expectations to be 
heavily involved with all stages of the RAD initia-
tives.  She also asked for a more simplified expla-
nation about the RAD conversion process and 
urged the MPHA to maintain its commitment to 
“deeply affordable” housing in its future develop-
ment work.   
 

McGovern also spoke in support of MPHA plans for 
energy efficiency improvements in future develop-
ment work, reiterated that security remains a top 
priority for highrise residents, and asked that the 
MHRC be closely linked to MPHA-planned health 
and wellness initiatives outlined in the MTW plan.  
Commenting on MPHA’s FY 2019 budget, McGov-
ern urged the MPHA to “avoid cuts to programs and 
services that directly impact residents including 
management, maintenance, and security as well as 
resident run programs.” 
 

McGovern also urged the MPHA to build shelters 
that provide protection from bad weather for resi-
dents who smoke.  She said this would help with 
enforcement of MPHA’s (and now HUD’s) no-
smoking policy. 
 

Attention MHRC Board Members: 
Are you interested in participating in a tour of 
RAD developments in Cambridge MA? 

MPHA Executive Director/CEO Greg Russ will lead 
a tour of housing developed through HUD’s Rental 
Assistance Demonstration (RAD) Program while 
he led the Cambridge housing authority.  MHRC 
board members interested in joining this October 
22-23 tour should call the MHRC office, 612-342-
1330 by Sept. 5 to get in on a lottery drawing to be 
held September 6.  Four names will be drawn. 

Photo by Abdu Mahmud, Mixed Blood Theatre 



Horn Terrace/Tower 

1815 Central Ave. NE 

2415 N 3rd St. Elliot Twins 828 Spring St. NE 

616 Washington St NE 

1717 Washington St. NE 1415 E. 22nd St. 

800 5th Ave. N 

Hiawathas 

311 University Ave. NE 

1707 3rd Ave. S. 

2018 
National Night Out 

315 Lowry Ave. N 

600 18th Ave. N 



September Events 
 

Thursday, September 6, 9:30 a.m. MHRC Execu-
tive Committee meets at 1015 4th Ave. N. 
Tuesday, September 11, 1:00 p.m.: MHRC Laun-
dry Project Committee meets at 1015 4th Ave. S. 
Monday, September 17, 2:00 p.m.: MHRC Diversi-
ty Committee meets at 1015 4th Ave. N. 
Tuesday, September 18, 1:30 p.m.: Maintenance, 
Modernization and Management (MMM) Committee 
meets at 1015 4th Ave. N. 
Thursday, September 20, 9:30 a.m.: MHRC Board 
meets at 1015 4th Ave. N. 
Monday, September 24, 9:30 a.m.: Active Living  
Committee meets at 1015 4th Ave. N. 
12:30 –2:30 p.m.: BINGO at 1015 4th Ave. N. 
Wednesday, September 26: Tenant Advisory 
Committee meets at 1001 Washington Ave. N. at 
12:00 p.m.; MPHA Board meets at 1:30 p.m. 
Friday, September 28, 9:30 a.m.: Security Adviso-
ry Committee meets at 1015 4th Ave. N. 

The Highrise Lowdown is a publication of the Minneapolis  
Highrise Representative Council, 1015 4th Ave. N., Mpls, MN 
55454. (612) 342-1330.  The Lowdown will print reader responses 
as space permits; we reserve the right to edit all submissions. 

 

September 25 is  
National Voter  
Registration Day!  
Are you registered 
to vote? 

 

September 25 is National Voter Registration Day.  
There will be voter registration events happening in a 
number of highrises but you don’t have to wait until 
then!  Contact the MHRC (612-342-1330) to request 
a voter registration application as well as an absentee 
ballot application.  You may register to vote Novem-
ber 6—the day of the election—but it will save time 
and trouble to pre-register.  You must register to vote 
if you have not voted in the past 4 years, moved 
since you last voted (even to another apartment in 
the same building), changed your name since you 
last voted or have never registered to vote.  You may 
also register on line at https://
mnvotes.sos.state.mn.us/VoterRegistration/
VoterRegistrationMain.aspx 

 

MPHA Resident  
Commissioner position open 

A new 3-year term for an MPHA resident commissioner, 
currently held by Tamir Mohamud, 1515 park Ave. S., 
will begin in January, 2019.  It has been the practice for 
many years that Minneapolis mayors have appointed a 
representative recommended by the MHRC Board.  Ap-
plicants must first apply through the City and their high-
rise tenancy will be verified by MPHA. The deadline for 
applying is October 5. The MHRC will ask applicants to 
complete a questionnaire regarding their interest in the 
position and will conduct a recommendation vote at its 
November 15 board meeting.  Go to the City’s website 
Minneapolismn.gov for an application or contact the 
MHRC for an application form and for more information. 

Resident councils continued... 
the MHRC at 342-1330 to find out when your 
council meets.  Your voice matters! 
 
 

Shirarkii Golayaasha Dadweynaha oo Dib 
Si Buuxda u Bilaabandoona Bisha 
Sebteembar  
In ka badan qeyb golayaasha guryaha 
dadweynaha ayaa dib u bilaabaya shirarkii billaha 
ahaa kadib markii ay ku maqnaayeen fasaxii sam-
marka. Qaar badan baa doortay saraakiil cusub oo 
lasoo tababaray bishii May sida loo hogaamiyo ku-
lan wax ku’ool ah oo tayo hogaan wacan leh. Dha-
maan dadka dean waxy artisan within galah garage 
waxen lag dire calisaya inlay ka qeyb glean 
shitakes guryaha oo billaha ah. Tasso ah mesh 
dadweynaha ion macula garage ay ku kale quat-
rain warbixinta guud. Waxaa kaloo lagu doortaa 
waxii boos ah oo ka banaan gollaha. Waxaad ka 
ogaaneysaa jagooyinka iskaa wax uqabsada ee 
aad qaban kartid iyo kuwa baqshiishka leh.  Laso-
co shirka soo socda bisha Sebteembar adigoo ee-
gaya meesha lagu soo dhajiyo ogaysiiska gurigaa-
ga.  Waxaad kaloo soo wici kartaa xafiiska  MHRC 
oo ah 612-342-1355 si’aad u ogaatid shirka soo 
socda.  Husuusnoow codkaagu waa muhiim ee 
hadayicin!!! 

Free computer classes 
for seniors at  
Minneapolis Libraries! 

Learn computer basics, how to navigate and 
search the internet and how to access websites of 
interest to seniors 

 
 

 Central (612) 543-8000, Thurs, Sept. 6,  
10 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

 North Regional (612) 543-8450, Thurs, Sept. 
20, 1-3 p.m. (basic skills); Wed, Oct. 17, 1-3 
p.m. (more essential skills); Sat, Nov. 17, 1-3 
p.m. (Internet basics ) 

 Webber Pkwy (612) 543-6750, Wed, Sept. 12, 
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.; Wed, Oct. 10, 10:00 
a.m.-12:00 p.m.; Wed, Nov. 14, 10:00 a.m.-
12:00 p.m. 
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